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e# With annexed Papers, prefentedto = ([g 
. the Right Honorable o. | 
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RO Governor of the faid Company. ss, 6 | 
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| | To the Right Honorable 
The Councel. of State, 


The humble Petition of the Governor and Company 
of the Sommer Iflands [alias Bermudas ; | 

SHEWETH, | 

«Hat the many great Oppre[sions upon the {aid 
i Company and their proceedings im former 

: times, hitherto wnredre(jed, notwith{tanding 
their better hopes in the prefent Government occafion- 
eth your faid Petitioners moft humble defire, that your 
Honors will be pleafed to take view of the fiate of their 
Affairs, contracted in this annexed Paper of Confide- 
rations, and thereupon to afford [ach timous anfwer and 
velief, as in your wifdom {hall fee agreeable to Pu 
(tice and publique Intere fr. 

They likewife humbly prefent to your Honors Con fi - 
deration,the annexed Petition of [ome of the {aid Plan- 
tation defiring [hipping,Scc. to tran(port them thither, 
together with the Copy of an Order of their Court, to 
- give your Honors an account of their care, which they 
hope inane time will be as effectually executed, if they 
may be fo happy as to obtain that Encouragement as 
may enable them to proceed herein with vigor and re- 

plution. Notwith/tanding they defire no further to 
affert their particular Rights ( which they belseve you 
will account uery great) then your Honors [hall judge 
agreeable to juftice, mith publike [afety And advantaze, 


And (hail pray. 
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Confiderations upon the firft Conftitution of the Som- 
mer Iflands Company and. Plantation , together 
with the late Diforders , and the prefent 
condition of Affairs there. 

He Treafurer and Company of Adventurers and Plan- 
ters for Virginia, did by their Indenture bearing date the 
a5"\0f November, 10. facobi, fell chofe Iflands for value- 
able Confiderations to feveral Perfons, to be enjoyed, with all 
thofe JurifdiGions, Royalties, ec. which were granted to 
them in the ficlt Patent, which invited afterwards many others 
of true honor and worth to joyn with them ; who by their 
great Exoenceand Induftry advanced the Work fo far, chat 
thofe défolace Places began to be peopled and planted, and fe- 
veral Lords and Gentlemen appearing interefled therein, a 


Patent was obtained for coniituting of the Sommer Jflands. 


Company, with the greatelt Priviledges and Immunities chat 
might be; as enabling them to make fuch Laws for the good 
and welfare of that Plantation, as to them from time to time 
fhould feem requifite, fo they were not contrary to thofe of 
this State ; asalfoco revoke, difcharge and alter all Officers 
and Minifters which already have been made, or fhall hereaf- 
ter be made if they fhall chink ic meet, for the Government 
of the faid Iflands; and to ordain and eftablith all maner of 
Orders, Dire@ions, Forms and Ceremonies of Government, 
and the fame at all times to change and abrogate according 
to their pleafure, not onely within the Precin@ts of that Plan- 
tation, but alfo upomthe Seas in going and coming to and'fro: 
To be free here from all Cuftoms and Taxes, either for Ex- 
portation or Importation for feven years, and of all Subfidies 
in the Iflands for the fpace of one and twenty years ; and af- 
ter the expiration of Seven years, to pay onely five per cent. 
for ever ,. forall Goodsand Merchandize either Exported or 
Imported: To refiftorfubdue by forceall fuch-perfon or per- 
fons, as without the fpecial Licence of the faid Governor and 
Company, thallattemptto inhabit within the limits of thofe 
Iflands ; as likewife all fuch.as fhall enterprize deftruction or 
: 3 invalion, 


ba 


invafion, or any hurt or annoyance to the faid Plantation, or 
to the Marriners or Paflengers going thither and returning 
thence: No ftay or imployment to be made within any of the 
Ports of thefe Dominions, or at Sea of any of their Marriners 
or Ships, provided or intended for the faid Iflands , or of any 
of the Provifions, Goods, Merchandize or Ammunition in any 
of their faid Ships, to be taken or detained from them by any 
colour or pretence of Authority derived, or to be derived up- 
on any occafion whatfoever: To have full and abfolute Power 
and Authority to punifh, pardon and govern all fach as fhall 
voyage thither, and inhabit there according to Such Orders 
and Conftitutions, asby the faid Governor and Company 
thall be eltablithed; and in defeG thereof in cale of neceffi- 
ty,according to the good Difcretion of the Governor and Of- 
ficers refpectively, as wellin Cafes Criminal as Civil, Marine 
and others, and the fame proceedings as near as conveniently 
may be, to beagreeable to the Laws and Policy of Exgland: 
The principal Commanders lawfully authorized there to exer- 
cife Martial Law in cafes of Rebellion and Mutiny : No other 
then the Company to tranfport Moneys or Goods out of 
thefe Dominions to the Sommer Iflands,‘ or to Import any hi- 
ther, upon pain of forfeiture of the faid Goods and Shi, sto 
the Ufe of the Company : The Governor and Company may 
eftablith and canfe tobe made a Coyn to pafscurrent among 
the Inhabitants there, of what mettle and form they 
pleafe, cc. : 

And if thefe and fuch like Priviledges had not been granted 
to them, ’tisno ways probable that any would have undertook 
at fo vaft expences, a Plantation that was like to bring in fo 
little profir. Whereas that of the Barbado’s hath made fo rich 
and plentiful Returns to the Merchants and Undertakers ; 
this hath produced nothing hitherto to countervail thofe great 
Sums that have been laid out upon it, but in ftead thereof 
{trong oppofitions from the Court Party here at home ; info- 
much that the Company being almoft tired out with thofe 
frequent Oppreflions , feem’d refolved to quit themfelves of 
the burthenby the Sale thereof , when it was fuggelted that 
the Durch would give rococo |. for the Purchase ; and if the 
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(6) 
Court fhould feem uawilling to make them Mafters thereof, 
no doubt but they would eafily condefcend that ic might be 
Jold to the Spaniard. 

The feveral Interruptions here at home produced many fa- 
ctions, efpecially in the Iflands, which by ingroffing thar 
finall Trade of Tobacco,.c%c. from thence , fometimes by one 
Party, and fometimes by another, were {till heightned , till ac 
laft upon thofe great Changes here by the Kings death , they 
broke out into open Holtility and Detiance, yet no blood 
fhed, the greateft part of the Congregational or Independent 
way (fo called) were bani(hed by thofe then in Power, but by 
the now Governor which was conftituted (ince, are again re- 
ceived and live peaceably and quietly. Thefe by their over- 
violent carriage and former Provocations might poffibly aug- 
ment the madnefsand malice of the Rabble, and be madelefs ~ 
able to fecure themfelves by their own Divifions, and the Sug- 
geltions of fuch as pretended at leat to be their friends ; 
However their Sufferings may appear to have been very great, 
and fuch as the Company hereis very fenfible of , and have 
been, and ftillare very forward toredrefs: But ail things can. 
not.be done at once, nor poffibly in chat way that fome defire, 
And whileft a fmall Party (feemingly zealous for the publique 
Yntereft, when their own Revenge and private Concernment 
may poltibly beas much, if not more intended) propole no- 
caing but Forceand Power for the Reduction of thofe Iflands, 
ina time when greater interelts feem tobe fo much concerned 

hereathome, thefe particulars may not feem unworthy con- 
(ideration: . 

I. The great Rights and Priviledges abovementioned con- 
fer’d upon the Company by their Patent, which they canin no 
wife be fuppofed to have forfeited, having difclaimed al! thofe 
Diforders committed by that rude malticude in their Infurre- 
ion , and ufed all means in their power for redrefs. 


-o- 9. The Submifion which the. Iflanders. inftance. in 
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“< Power over them:y..and promifing obedience to -ailther Ors... 
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( 
for his Piety and good Afie@ticn to this State, and the govern- 
ment thereof ; and who by his faithfulnefs and wifdom, with 
the afliftance of other good men there, hath already mace a 
good Progre’s to the quict fetling of thofe Iflands. Nercan 
there be thought to be in them geserally facha {pirit of Ma- 
lignancy as fome would haveit , confidering amongft other 
particulars that might_be inftanced in, how {toutlytheir Ma- 
gazine Ship defended her felf againft thofe Piratesof Sc Ly 
that fet upon her in her return hither. 3 
III. The great danger there might be, if all means of Re- 
conciliation were denied them, to put them upon fome defpe- 
rate Refiftance, or cafting themfelves upon fome forreign pro- 
tection, which by fome there hath been already attempicd, 
confidering the great ftrength of the place ; and how, if the 
forcing of them fhould prove ineffectual (as probably it may ) 
the Ifland may bemadea Receptacle for Pirats , to the irre- 


pairable damage as well of the State as Company. 


LV. That thongh their rifing up in Arms, and declaring «s 
they did, found high in fome mens expreflions, yet “tis conte!- 
fed by all,tharthis was.carried on by the falfe fuggeftions of a 
few, againft the Authority and Intereft of the Company, fome 
whereof are fince dead, and the relt chat are living , if need 


be, when things are better fettled ( which feem already to be 


ina hopeful way) may be called to a fevere Account: whilelt 


‘the greater part were afhamed of their Actions, when itap- 
peared to them how much they had been deluded , and who. 


have fince fubmitted to the Company. ie 
La(tly , That as the Company have the greateft fhare ard 
intereft to look to the quieting and fettlement of thole Mande, 
fothey cannot be furpofed to be fo much wanting to-them- 
felves and the State, with whom they mufteither ftand or 
fall, bue that they will carefully ufe all means, that neither they 
nor the Commonwealth be prejudiced. And if they benoc 
able to carry on the bufinefs by their own ftrength ( which 


they. yet doubt not of ) they will make their Addrefles whes 


occafion fhall require, to the State for their Affiftance, which 
they hope will not be dented them. rs 
end for the better Co firming and Se:tling of thofe If. 
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(3 
in their due Obedience , it ) humbly propofea, That the 
Srate would be pleafed to declare in {uch Way , as in their 
Wifdom may be thought fit , thar the Company may enjoy 
their Priviledges and Immunities according to the {aid Let- 
ters Patents , whereby they may the more vigoroufly pro- 
ceed to repair the Loffes they have fuftained under the Op- 
preffion of the former times, and improve the Plantation to 
their beft and juft Benefit, wherein they cannot fail to be 
ferviceable tothe STAT €. . . 


TO 
The Honorable Company of Adventurers 
forthe Sommer Iflands, 


The humble Requeft of fundry diftrefled Inhabi- 
tants of the Sommer Iflands. = 
WW? ereas fundry or the moft part of us were wforced from 
our Relations and Beings in the Sommer Iflands, and 
at prefent not having Wherewith to buy us bread, Humbly requeft 
your Honorable (ourt would be pleafed to confider our fad (ou- 
dition, endeavour our Peace there, andtran{mit a Ship for that 
place with What expedition may be, Whereby We may procure our 
Tranf{portation thither, before we perifh here through Want. We 
alo humbly pray ycur Honorable (ourt Would confider the great 
want of godly Miniffersinthat Place , andthe evil Event that 
hath followed thereby, and {zpply the Place with two or fo many, 
as your Wifdoms shall [ee meet , which may become a great in- 
firument of [etling Peace and profperity inthe Ifland; 


So fhall we all be bound to pray, ec. 
Stephen Painter. 


William Rener, &c. 


At 
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At aGeneral Court forthe Sommer Ulands Company, 
holden at the accaftomed place im Watling-ftreet, on 
vednefday the 15° day of January, 1650. 


Sir John Danvers Governor, 
M! Deputy and others prefent, 


(~~ Rdered, That the feveral Acts and Orders of Parliament: 
viz, the Acts, Entituled , 

etn At of this prelent Parliament for eAlteration of feveral 
Names and Forms heretofore ufed in Courts, Writs, Grants, Pa- 
tents, &c. the 30" of January, 1648. - 

en Ak Declaring and ( onfietuting the People of England to 
be a Commonwealth and free State, the 19" of May, 1649. 
The Orders of Parliament for Subjcriptions to the Engagement, 
the 12" of October, 1649. 

Another Att for Subferibing the Engagement, the 2. of Ja- 
nuary, 1549. be pat in Execution in the Llands, according to the 
Limitations, Powers and Provifions in the faid Actsand Orders; 
and that the Company fhallimprove their Interelt and Power 
for rertdring the [lands duly obedient and ferviceable to this 
Commonwealth. 


TO 
The Honorable Company of Adventurers 


for the Sommer Iflands. 


Honorable Company , 
i i Aving an opportunity offered at prefent, Ican dono lefs 
It in difcharge of my Duty, then prefent thefe few lines un- 


King of Poland, arrived the 22™ of. Way laft, by which I ré- 


ceived your Commiffion for the Government here, and was 


freely and peaceably admitted unto the Place without the Ieaft 
interruption, contrary to the expectation of many herea- 
mong us; for that in themoneth of September laft the coun- 
trey in. general rofeupin Arms, outed Captain Turner ae 

, B O- 
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to you, giving you to underitand. that your Magazine Ship the, _ 
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(10) 
Government furreptitionfly gotten, placed in his room Mr.John: 
Trimmengham , forced Mr. Nathaniel Whyteand fome others 
of his Congregation, to go with Captain Say/e to his New 
Plantation, who as we hear are all fafely arrived: But Letters 
from thence certifie that the lictle Ifland they are upon, isa 
moft barren Rock, fhatlow Earth, not hopeful to produce food, 
for the Inhabitants, which hath ftirred up the hearts of their 
Chriitian friends in New England , to manifeft their exeeeding: 
Bounty towards them, by a charitable Contribution of at Jealt 
fiz or feven hundred Pounds fterling, as.I have underftood by 
Me. Philip Chadock:, who-fayled by our Ifland in fre laft, ina 
Veflel laden with all maner of Provifions'and other Neceflaries 
for them, in cafe they are in want. | 

Upon the Arrival of y our Ship I made enquiry what quantity 
ofthe laft years Tobacco could be found in the Countrey , and 
upon diligent fearch I conld not hear of above Forty or Fifty 
Thou ‘and at the moit, wherefore the Mafter and we thought fit 
to lay up the Ship, and ftay for this Years Crop, which I hope’ 
will redound much to your advantage : For by the bleffing of 
God Ican aflure you , that your Ship: will have her full Lading: 
of Tobacco which will be very good , if the judgement of men 
better experienced then my felf do not fail : And beyou affa- 
red , her difpatch hence fhall be with all expedition profecuted 
to the uttermolt of my power. , | 

It refts now upon me to give you Account of the prefent 
condition of the people of the Ifland, who (I thank God ) are 
ina fair pofture of peace, and very hopeful foto continue ; for 
Thave ( by Gods bleffing upon my weak Endeavors and extra- 
ordinary pains taking, andby my powerful prefence in cach 
Tribe,with publique Declarations) fo prevailed with the people 
in general, that chey vow and proteft with one heart and voice. 
for. the future not to act ought that may any ways prejudice 
tlie peaceable Government of the Iilands under you the Ho- 
norable Company and your Suoftitutes ; But will in all things 
readily, willingly and, chearfully fubmic unto alland every of 
your lawful Commands, and will with the hazard of their lives 
maintain your and their lawful’Rights againft all Oppofers 
whatfoever. | | 

! ore There. 
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Thereis one thing more I muft acquaint you withal, which 
fs; That the Countrey will not admit of Captain Pennings to be 
Captain of the Kizgs Ca/He,accordingto your Cemmifiion ; 
for chat they have been informed, that he upon Treacy with 
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other Gentlemen in England , hath condefcended to give them 

admittance into our Harbor with Ship or Ships of force,where- 

by the Ifland may be loft, and the Government utterly de- 
ftroyed + But for my part I hope better things of him, and do va 
believe they can never make good their Charge againft him, io 
howfoever I and the Councel have thought good to fulpend S 
him from the Place for the prefent.» This Ship brought with i: 
her Mr. Pitts, and other Gentlemen of thefe Iflands, Paflengers i, 
from. S. Chriffophers , who.do inform us, that meeting with ve 
certain Gentlemen of. Barbadoes, who were either by the Go- oY 
vernment there fentout from thence , or voluntarily departed e 
from their Plantations by reafon of fome troubles there; And ce 
upon difcourfe with the faid Gentlemen, they were heard to a 
fay , That they were bound for Exgland, from whence they aK 
doubted not to procurea confiderable Force to fupprefs their B 
Enemies there, and to repair their great, Lofles : And for the | oe 
better effecting thereof, they would in che firlt place invade ¥ 
this IMand, under pretence that fome in thefe Iflands were the | 2 
Caufers of their troubles, and fo make this a place for their B 
Recruit. All whichin bounden duty I ought to acquaint you | e. 
: with , referring the premifed Relations to your more judicious i: 
and wife Confultations, Iremain, | RB 
Your ever faithful Servant : 
nds, the he 
ges 4 eee ) J ofias Forfter. | 8 
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| | TO ie 
oa The Honorable Company of Adventurers 
for the Sommer Iflands. 


Honorable Company ; 


. AY humble Service ‘prefented. Having in the general gi- 

; ven an Account of our proceed, in the profecution of alf 
your Commands, it remains now in particular for meto hint : 
fomething of my felf : And therefore in the firit place I do re- 
curn you all humble and hearty thanks forthe high thoughts 
you have had of me, in that you have honored me with the 
Government of thefe Iflands under you , as alfo for your Pre- 
fent of twenty pounds werth of Goods, which I have received 
according to Order, both which are fufficient Ties of Fidelity 
to ameer Moralift; but to a Chriftian, chains of perpetuity’: 
‘And foch I truft you half ever finde me tobe, as far forth as 

God thall give me Ability to ferve you. “> : 

~ Thave in 2 former Letter, which'I hopeis come to your 
hands, given you notice of the fad Condition of the Iflands 
when I took my Placé, and how it ftood during that fhort 
time of my progrefs ; I muft now proceed to acquaint you 
what Succefs the Lord hath given tomy weak Endeavors, in 
‘reftoring the Goverhiment to its ancient pofture of Peace; Fram: 
a tumultuous rebellious People, perfidious Commanders, and 
a Rabble of a number of new found Seditious Agitators, we 
are now brought to a People refolvedly bent to Peace and O- 
bedience, a Soldiery onely fabjet tomy Command, if Imay 
credit their Proteftations, and an utter diffolution of that Fra- 
ternity of Incendiaries to our wonted Peace and Government, 
Iand my Councellers being the fole Governors here as ever, 
under you the Honorable Company. I pray God grant me 
Wifdom to forefee future Mifchiefs , and,Courage to maintain 
what [have already gotten. | 

There are three things in my judgement obnoxious to the 

| prefent Government, and if intime by yoar Wifdoms not 
| prevented , may beget new Troubles : The firlt and chiefeit is, 

| the» 
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the want of two Orthodox Minifters; 2. The want of the 
Ships being not here before Chriftmas; And Jafily, the wane 
of a Magazine of Goods from the Body of the Company , to 
be refident with the Officers at Town or elfewhere, to be fold 
at reafonable Rates ; for the people do finde in general that the 
wonted prices be much raifed by moft of the Agents here, to 
the great oppreffion of the Inhabitants: If the Word do not 
convince, the Sword cannot reform ; If timely Supplies come 
not at confcionable Rates, it willbe a hard Task for Authority 
to reftrain Trade with any Ship : Ibefeech you lay thefe things 
toheart. You acquaint me with an Order of the Councel of 
State to you directed , to fecure the Perfons of Captain Turner, 
and Mr. Vyner , and to examine the Crimes and Mifdemeanors 
objected againft them , and to fend them home, together with 
the Examinations and Proofs ; What their crimes are,or where- 
of they are accufed,I know not, neither have I any Tranfeript 
thereof: As for Mr. ner, he is long fince dead, and hath left 
behinde him a poor Widow much indebted, and three {mall 
children, objects-of your pity and charitable confideration : And 
to fend Captain Turner home without an Accufation or Proof 
thereupon, were in my judgement impertinent and improper; 

wherefore for the prefent I fhall onely fecure his Perfon here, 


and feize upon his Perfonal Eftate to your ufe till further. 


order. i 

Tam required tofend you an Account of the Servants be- 
longing to the Colony, asalfo what number of Cattle , and 
quantity of Corn was left by Captain Turner. For Anfwer 
thereunto,you fhall know, that I have received from Mr. Trim-. 
mencham then in place of Government , ten Cows and one 


ws 


Bull, and eight Hogs-heads of Corn; And for the fervants ap- 


propriated tomy place, I have inallbut fifteen Negro’s and 
Mulattoes , whereof five Men.fervants and the relt women; » 


And of a truth I muft tell you, that of the men I have but two 
that are able to do their labor, the other three in a maner patt 
their work : For three of the women, if they drefs theit own 
vituals it is well, Here are three Negro’s more, one with- 
Mr. Sheriff, and the other a fmall youth with the Secretary,and 


the third being a fmall girl, with Mr, Fox. Ihave a fmall youth © 


about 
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about nine years old left with sit by Mr. Buckleman , Vblefs 
God, Charity bids me keep him, who fhallnot want whileft I 
have for mine own; the childeis tractable, and having neither 
Father sor Mother, deferves pity. Now my Requeft unto you 
is, (bat in addition to your former Favors, you would be plea- 
{ed to beltow his time upon me, or to order mea certain Al- 
lowance for a few years towards his Education, in fome mea- 
fure fuitable to the hopes I have of him; hisnameis Thoma 
Simpion, what his time isi know not. By all this ic will appear. 
unto you what a {mall proportion of Means will accrue unto 
mec, tomaintain the Charge of my Oitice. God knows my 
hearc, {aim not at the riches of this world, my defires are one- 
ly to preferve my dear Wife and children from mifery and want 
after my deceafe, which muft inevitably fall upon them, if I con- 
tinue in chis chargeable Place of Service, unlefs the Honorable 
Company fhall conftantly & yearly allow mea futficient Salary 
of at leaft Fourfcore pounds per annum,which I trult you willdo 
both for your own Honors fake, and for the Dignity of the 
Place of chief Government by your free choice conferred upon 
me.{ fay no more but onely this,He that facrificeth at the Altar, 
mult live by the Altar, and he that {pends his fpirits and whole 
endeavors in difcharge of Government, mutt live by that Go- 
vernment. I may fay without any vain glortous boafting, I 
have hitherto waded throughout many difficulties,doing my du- 
ty diligently cherein, and aiming at the Publique not mine own 
good, and fhall for ever faithfully perfift in fo doing upon your. 
continued Encouragements; and fo do relt, 


| Your moft humble and obliged Servant, 
Sommer Iflands, the 


zot of December | ‘ 
8 P Jofias Forfter, 


Exam. per Johaunem Mordaunt,Secretary. 


TG SRE AE RY OPEN ES OT aC ob 
“ Ince the writing of thefe, here arrivedtwo Ships from Sagae 
‘ea, which brought with them [ome feventy people, Me1,Wo- 
men and Children, who defired to be received to their former 
. Begs 


(15) 
Beings and Relati:ns , promifing obedience to the prefent Govers= 
ment; whereupon I called the Councel t-gether , and having de- 
bated the matter , we concluded, That they fhould, as many as 
would, fiay here , which We conceived could not be denied them in 
juftice. Yet fuddenly after fone of the Commanders and other of 
the ruder fort of the people, gave out threatning [beeches that 
they wonld fend them all away , andto that purpofe gave Powder 
and Shat to fame of their Soldiers; but having timely Adver- 
tifement thereof , Itook;fpeedy courfe to prevent their mifchie- 
vous intent, and by the bleffing of the Lord I fo.pacified them as 
that they did not proceed to Attion, and for the prefent they are 
all at quiet, and I hope Will fo continue. How/oever my Refala- 
tion is firm and unchangeable, rather to die1n the jult defenve of 
your right of Government , then to comply with the m in the leaft 
of their unlawful defires, fo faith 


Your faithful Servant ,. 


Jo: ForsTeER. 
Exam. per Pohannem Mordaant, Secretary: 


The Superfcription. 
To the Honorable Company of Adventurers for the 
Sommer Iflands, Thefe prefent. 


To the Right Honorable 
The Company of Adventurers for Plan- 
tation in Sommer Iflands. 


Right Honorable Sis , : 
7 Ours of the firft of January, 1649. directed to our prefent 
Governor , came to his hands the 22.0f day, 1650. and 
the next day his Commiffion was publiquely read in che Church, 
where he took his Oath.in the prefence of the Countrey,to go- 
vern according to your Laws and Orders. 


We domoft heartily thank you for the choice of fo grave 
ait an 


ECES)) 

and fo experienced a Gentleman co rule and govern us, and al- 

“though the Government was quite out of frame and in a dans 
eerous potture, yet now (blefled be God) there is fuch a willing 
and ready obedience from all the people in general, that the 
Government is reduced to its ancient bounds ina peaceable, 
quie: and orderly potture, and I hope the Lord will fo continue 
ic, co our comfort and your good. 

We do thank you alfo for your Favor and Encouragement 
by your Prefent of 201. to our Governor. which was received 
in commodities; he had a very quick vend for ali, efpecially the 
Sack ftaid not long upon his hands; we all helped to drink it 
off, for we knew it was paid for before. 

As for your Order in placing of Officers, we have goneas 
near as wecould, M* Painter being out of the Land, we have 
continued M' CMorgas in Southampton Tribe, Mt WainWoright 
refufed the place, by reafon of fome former Engagement tothe 
Countrey when they were in Arms. M* Norweod would accept 
of the Place, bathe would not take the Oath with the reft of 
the Councel,fo they excepted againft him,and I took in M‘ 7oba 
Turner inhis ftead for Devonfhire Tribe. 

Weare given to underftand that you are informed , that the - 
people which are gone from us were forced away. Thus much 
wecanaflure and afficm , that there was never a Councellor in 
the whole Ifland that had any hand init; neither did it appear 
unto us, that they had any defire co ftay here ; they might have 
allftayed, ifbut fubmitted tothe Government. We do expect 
them daily here , for M' Philip Chaddock is gone out of New 
England to fetchthem off, but with what fafecy we can receive 
them, except they do fubmit to the Government,we Know not, 
yet we do intend to receive fuch as have any intereft, and at- 
rendyour further pleafure concerning them. 

Your clemency in remitting former Mifearriages béing time- 
ly publifhed, hath not onely bound up that fore, but hath alfo 
ftopt the current of other more defperate proceedings, 

We have your Ordersin tranfmitting che material Eviden- 
cesin all Appeals. We have made feizure of all the Goods of 
Captain Turner, but can finde no Spanith goods, and therefore 

havelonely fecured them here till further order. And as.con- 
ann cerning 
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‘cerhing the wreck , all plead that they have accounted to your 


Secretary will give an exatt Account of, 
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Commiffioners. 

The caufe'of your Ships long ftay was no fault of ours; fhe 
came in very unfeafonable, yet:neverthelefs fhe might have had 
a good Voyage to the Barbado’s with Live-cattel, Beef, Pork 
and Fith, burit feems their Commiffion was not {trong enough 


co proceed in that Defign : We have always detired to have 


your Ship here before Chrif?mas , and do full defireit , ana fo 
you may be fure of a quick Return. | 
There is little or no goods in the Countrey, it were well that 


a Store of goods were placed in the Town for the ule of the’ 
Countrey, fo fhouldyou be fare to fecure all the Tobacco’s, 


that none fhould be traded away from you, and for fuch goods 


as come over to particular men here, they come to the Planter 
at fach anexceffive Rate,that they are not able to pay for them. | 
The Inhabitants requefted us to acquaint you, how that they 
have been long Petitioners to you for to afford them fome Re- 
fief; and eafe tke heavy burthen that is taxed upon poor mens 


labor, by that infupportable Excize and other Taxes upon To- 
bacco, fothatin conclufion the poor Planter’s twelve moneths 
labor is {wallowed up by Excize and Cultom; Butin ftead of re- 
lief they finde a heavier load continually upon them. Confider 
their condition, and relievethem if you can, we leave them to 
your due and ferious.confideration. 

We have according to Order fummoned Colonel Sandys his 
Agent and Tenants , and he fhall receive an Account in his par- 
ticulars Letters. | 

We fhould be very ready and willing to do Sir Benjamin Rua- 


diard and M' Grant any fervice, in recovering of their Rents 


from their Tenants, but their.Agents never appear unto us, net- 
ther do we know who they are. 3 

Likewife M' Lewes his Agent hath not required our Affift- 
ance, neither do we know the ftate of that bafinefs. _ 

As for Mt Cawleys bufinefs, he had between twenty and thit- 
ty Actions tryed this Affize ; Captain Thomas Burrows being 
his Agent, he recovered them all, except two Adions with 
M' Sommerfal, in which there isan Appeal granted, which the 
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We have received three Barrels of Powder, yoo pound of 
Match, but no Colours, though expreffed in your Letters. We 
fhall be careful to put your Laws in execution for Powder from 
: Ships arriving here. 
ex As for M' Drakes bufinefs , there was an Account given to 
ae | Captain Pennins, and Mt Francis white,according to order. 
ol We have received fix pair of Drum heads,with braces, {nares 
i and lines, which are difpofed of according to Order, we defire 
you to fend the Colours for che Fortsby the next. 

We have given order to M‘ Norwood to take charge of the 
Books given to M' Barber, which were left with M' Goulding ; 
M' Norwood hath received them, being in number twenty four, 
and two Books which M‘ Goulding gave at his death. 

Captain fexnins upon fome words {poken by him, was char- 
ged by fome inthe Iflands of Treafon, whereupon he fled, we 
doubt not but he is in Lovdon 3 we have fent the Proceedings a- 
eainft him under the Secretaries hand,the which we leave to your 
judgement and difcretion. There wasa Report made in the 
iflands, that fome of the Company was hiring of a Ship to 
take the Iflands, and that Captain Zenains was privy to it, but 
for our parts we giveno faithto that Report, itbreda grea 
deal of difturbance here. . 

And whereas the Councel of State,together with your felves, 
hath harboured fo good an opinion of me, as tointruft me in 
this imployment, I fhall through Gods Affiltance, render a 
faithful Account of my aétions, and to the ntmoft of my pow- 

er preferve your Rights and Priviledges according to the Oath 
which I have taken , and I doubt not, the fidelity of my Coun- 
cel, and the obedience of the people. 

You give us notice of an Order of the Councel of State for 
the fending home of Captain Tarver and M* Vyner, npon Exa- 
mination of their Crimes and Mifdemeanors ; we have no writ- 
cen Accufation againft them , fo thatit remains onely to fecure 
the perfon of Captain Turner till further order, M' Vyxer be- 
ing long fince dead. 
| Mr Hooper is a very fickly man,therefore we befeech you con- 
| fider our necedity , and fend us a fupply of honeft able men. 
i M' Pointal came not tous, yet we underftand that yoursnten- ; 
Hc! ions 
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tions were real towardsus, for which we give youthanks, and 
we hope you will not be unmindful to fend usa coupleat leaft 
by thenext Ship; they may live very comfortably here,we have 


- built a houfe in Town from the ground for one againfhe 


comes. 

You made mention of an Order from the Councel of State 
for removing M!' Vaughan the Secretary, if we did {ee canfe ; 
Truly we feeno other, but that he hath been very diligent and 
careful in his Betruftment, and very licele Encouragement he 
hath, having had never a fervant fince his coming to the Place ; 
And now he is married to a yong woman, the daughter of 
M! Jobe Fremmingham, and more charges liketo comeupon 
him: A little Encouragement would do well , but we leavehim. 
to your grave confideration, not doubting but that you will be 
pleafed to anfwer his expeCtation, for we do aflure you, hedoth 
takea great deal of pains. . 

We do likewife commend unto your charitable thoughts the 
Petition of M's Wyner, and that you will be pleafed to fignifie 
your pleafure concerning her unto us. 

Asconcerning the feveral Orders fent unto.us ; For the firft 
concerning the fetling of Officers, we made Captain Richard 
Fennins Councellor of Sandys Tribe , M' Charls Morgan for 
Sowthampton, M' fohn Devir for Warwick Tribe, M' fobs Tre- 
mingham for Pagets, M‘ John Turner for Devenfaire, Mr Wil- 
liam Berckley for Pembroke, M' Thomas Penninfton for Smiths 
Tribe, M' fchn Adiluer for Hamilton, Mt Nath: Stowe for 
S. Georges. 

TJ. Concerning your Act of Indempnity, it was executed ac- 
cording to order, and wrought a good eftect. 

III, The feveral Appeals of M? Hunt againft Jennins,as they 
proceededthence without order, fo they remain in the Office, 
and no body looks after them. 

I V. M' Sheriffs order for ten pounds gratuity was delivered 
to him. 

V. The Appeal of Robert Nolton and your Order thereupon, 
was executed accordingly. 

VI. Your Order concerning Mt whites fuing of Captain 


Tnrner, Captain Turner readily fabmits unto your Order, ne 
ut | C 2 e 
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he doth acknowledge your favor and juftice in referving him the 
enefit of Appeal. | | 

VIL Your Order concerning Lang ftons Will, which was 
fent to you laft year; We had a Debate here tn Court concern- 
ingit , according to your Order : We finde upon the Oath of 
Captain Jenmins, that the Will was made boza fide , and the 
Oath of one of the Sea-men, who bronght the faid Willinto 
the Office with Captain Jeznins , and proved it to be the laft 
Willand Teftamenc of the faid Lang/fon; but having no Seal 
fixed at it, we leaveit to your judgement , whether it be of va- 
lidicy to carry Lands from the hetc tn common Law. 

VIII. The Appeal of M' Wiliam Berckley again{t ALarfh, 
we have according to order, made void the faid Verdict illegal- 
ly obtained, being not warned to an{wer fuch an Action, nor no 
Defence madeinthat Plea, as appears unto us by the Oath of 

-M? Jobn Stowe,M! Richard Hunt,and divers others; And there- 
fore we have granted M' Berck/ey anew Tryal accordingly : but 
Captain A4ar/? hath not been here thefe four years. 

1X. Your Order ster Love and Jennins, was put in execu- 
rion accordingly. : 7a 

X. M' Pointel’s Order concerning a fhare of Land, we hear 
nothing of him. _ | | 7 

XI. We humbly defire that no Appeals be taken notice of, 
except they be certified under the Secretaries hand,and that you 
will be pleafed to expound the meaning of double cofts and. 
chargesupon Appeals, according to the Book of Orders,forthat 
Article 138. in the Book of Orders isnot clear to our apprea 
henfions. ~ 

XII. You fhall receive with our letters the Appeal of M’ 4x- 
on onthe behalf of M' Waye againit M* George Tucker, with 
the proceedings thereupon under the Secretaries hand. 

XII. The Appeals of Mt Cawley againft Sommerfal. 

XIV. And another of M' Caw/ey about a fervant. 

XV. The Free-fchool prefented by the grand Inqueft which 
we leave to your confideration. There are great complaints of 
thofe that have many children, we leave it to your judgements 
co regulate the matter, or fignitie your pleafure therein nntous. 

We have fent you Allens Petition. | , 

ti San You 


-. You may pleafe to take notice that M‘ George Tucker did in 
the Court after the Jury had brought in their VerdiG of 501. 
Damage for himin an Action of Defamation againft Roger 


Axon, offer to acquit the faid Axon, if he would:acknowledge . 


that he had done him wrong , but the faid xomdid obftinare- 
ly refufe to make an acknowledgement : W herefore M' Tucker 
hombly defires that the faid Verdi& be confirmed, and he will 
difpofe of the money for the publique good of the Wands.: 

We have bought a Barrebof Powder of the Adar/baé for an 


addition to our Store, which M! Sheriff hath contigned payment 


of by Bills of Exchange charged upon your Treafurer, which we 
hope you will-order payment of accordingly. 

We humbly defire chat you willbe pleated to furnifh us with 
{ome Arms and Ammunition as you fhali think fr. We repair 
ed our Forts; and under God: made them tenable againit any 
Afaule. We are much threatned , but be you confident whilelt 
we have to do with your Government, there {hall not dareto 
be the leaft oppolition to your. Orders. and Commands. And 
wearegladtharthe Honorable Councel of State doth confirm 


your Rights in this Plantation, which tid Enemy fhall defeatyou. 


of, whileft we have a drop of blood to maintainit. iW 
The Agtievances of the feveral Councellors ; That whereas 
it is a charge and trouble unto them to be at all Meetings of the 
publiqtic Service, and no notice taken of them by your Honors, 
nor Profit nor Priviledges belonging to their Places , for they 
contribute with others in all Levies and Taxes ; ‘They humbly 
defire,that your Honors do allow each of them a fervant as for- 
merly done,or otherwife what you pleafe; they are fo modeft, 
thar your wills hall be thetr content. 7 7 
~ We have been requefted by certain of the Inhabitants to give 
way for them to prefent fomething to your Honors by way of 
Declaration. it isa thing that hath been formerly practifed 
here, and allowed by your felves, that if the Countrey were 
agrieved, they might prefent their Grievances by way of Pett- 
tion to your Honors,and fo far we have now confented to them, 
what your Honors fhall order therein, fhall be obferved by us. 
We humbly defire your Honors to regard the Petition of 


George Wafbingham, who was condemned to die for words 
tending 


Say (223 
tending to High Treafon, he remains in Prifon expecting your 
mercy and pardon. ; 

We humbly defire your Honors not to credit all Reports 
and {candalous Letters, the which have bred a great diftance 
and dif-aftection betwixt fome of your Members,and fome peo- 
plehere ; for our parts, we do own youall in general as Mem- 
bers of one Body, and our Relation isalike to all, and thalf 
not profefs it onely in words, but in pratice, and fo by Gods 
affiftance create and preferve a right underftanding between 
you and us. | 

We do likewife give youto underftand, That we have made 
open Proclamation through the Iflands, that if any perfon or 
perfons could object any thing againft Captain Turner, or give 
any evidence on the behalf of the Honorable Company, chat 
they fhould repair tome and my Councel ata time and place 
limited, and they fhould be heard, but none appear, 

We humbly defire you to declare your Judgement in the Cafe 
of Mr. Ewer and Mr. Coupland. And we defire you that Se 
cretary Aordaunt do fend the laft Order ; there was an Order 
mentioned in the general Letter, but we could not finde it. 

We do recommend you and your Affairs to the protection of 
Almighty God, and remain, | | 


Your Honors Servants, 
Exam. per Johannem Mordaunt, : 

Secretary. | 

Williams Seymer. fofias Forfter. 

john Milner. Roger Wood. 

John Devit. Henry Tucker, Sheriff. 
Tho: Peniftone. 7: Tremingham. 

Nath: Stowe. 


_f. Vaughan,Secret. 
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M , John Tremingham having the charge of the Govera- 
ment When your Commi{sion came, did very faithfully 


in obedience to your Commifsion , deliver up all things into the | ye 
bands of our prefent Governor, with the Caftle and Servants. a 
Jofias Forfter, E 

Roger Wood. Re: 

J. Vaughan Secret. Henry Tucker, Sheriff. | De: 


: The Swuperfcription. 
To the Right Honorable the Company of Adven- PS: 
tarers for Plantation in Sommer Iflands, Thefe pre- ly 
{ent. ) 


Exam. per Iohannem Mordaunt,Secret. r 


To the Honorable ts 

The Governor and Company of = @ 
Sommer Iflands Plantation, he: 

The humble Petition of the Inhabitants of the [aid & 


HUMBLY SHEWETH, he 
“yHat whereas through the goodnefs of God thefeTflands K 
AL for many years paft have enjoyed a happy tranquility, ee 
enjoying Peace and Plenty under the Government of yout 7°. 


Honors, the Honorable Company for this Plantation, whofe 
conftant care and endeavors, together with no little charge Res 
and expences, have been from time to time to prote€t and 3 
preferve us, according to his Majefties Letters Patents, King 
Zames of famous Memory, which we ftill defire may be the 

| true 
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trie Rule and Square of ee Government, 2s that to thi 

time hath been, and we humbly conceive will be the analy 
way to continue our happinefs and your intereits. And he- 
ving had former experience that you have not ceafed upon 
all occafions tobe the onely Afylum, Sanetuary. and place of 
Refuge for thefe Iflands in general, or any Member of it 
to fie unto in particularin the time of trouble; We there- 
fore being wheeled about into thefe times of Diktra@ion, 


building upon your wonted Favor, to defire to prefent this: 


our Declaration and Humble Requeft unto your Honors, 
and therefore not dovbting of your Honors favorable hear- 
ing, and gracious anfwering our via Defires, we declare as 
followeth ; 


I. 


That the Honorable Company for the Sommer Iflands 
Plantation legally. admitted according tothe Letters Patents, 
is a lawful Power fet over us, and that we do own them, 
and do and will fubmit to them. ~~~ 


Il. 


We Heciard that we. do not ees pS neither will 
we obey or fubmit co any other Commands to be prevalent 
here, then that which comes to us by or from the Honor- 
able Company, and limited by the Letters Patents. 


iit. aie 

‘We declare; that fo: fong as’ the: Sbuipea be foffered to 
act freely, and that no other Power interpofeth them, we 
will willingly obferve and fubmit to their Orders and Com- 
mands to us thus directed. »Bacefor fo much as thallbeim- 
pofed>upon the Company by: anycPower whatfoever other- 
wife then fromthe Honorable Company, we may not;we dare 
not, we will not obey or be fubjet unto them, but co the utmott 
of our powers withftand and oppoferthem.: = 
“Bere 


~ 


Further our humble Petition and Requeft anto your Ho- 
nors is, That you would be pleafed to confirm it there for 
the furure, and to’ the Worlhipfal the Governor ‘and Coun- 
cel here; that they would be pleafed to’ put thefe things fol- 
lowing in pradtife for the prefent. | 


: re 


That none be fuffered for the future to bear any Office or 
“Truft amongft us or command overs, that willnot agree and 
fabferibe'to this;but that a watchfuleye may be kept over them, 
‘and a careful obfervation of their Demeanor and Aé¢tions. 


caus 

‘That if any Command or Order do come tothe Gover- 

nor or Countrey from any but the Company , that the parties 

that fend them, bring them, or divulge them, be cenfured as Di- 

“fturbérs of the Iflands Peace, and that fuch Commands and 

Orders may be forthwith fheedily fupprefled and proteited 
againit. ohh x | 

< cued: 


We defire further your Honors to confider our great neceffi- 
ty in the want of Minifters, and webefeech you.to fend usa 
fupply of Orthodox men by the next Return. 


Thus have we made bold to prefent unto your Honors out 
Defires and Refolutions, which we are refolved to live and die 
in, and to maintain with our lives and forturies to the laft drop 


of our bloods , and we queftion not of your encouragement 


therein, and of yoururmoft aid and affiftance to fo juft and 
confcionable Refolutions and Endeavors. 

And whereas fome Malignant {pirits of our own, together 
with thofe Fugitives that fled from the Ifland of Barbado’s have 
threatned to take this Ifland from you and us, and to make this 
their place of Rendezvous, that-fo they may the better gest 
Aue | D 7 their 
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their Defigns npon the Barbado’s : We do therefore earneftly 
defire you, that fince it concerns you as much as our felves to ufé 
i diligence, to prevent their Plots at home, and likewife co-fend ; 
Sal us fomeftore of Arms and Ammunition, that fo we may be © j 
al the better enabled to give them entertainment if they {hall | 
ol come, and to preferve this Ifland , your jult Rights and Inte- 
a reft, and the Lives and Eftates of us the Inhabitants , from the 
a7, It fury and rapine of any that fhould oppofe us. | 
res i - Laftly, We defire the Governor and Councel that they 
xe would transfer thefe Defiresand Refolutions of the Countrey 
ot by this Ship to the Company, and that they may be likewife.re- 
an corded in.the Office here. ' | 
ae Rich: Herbert Captain, oe. 
Exam. per lohannem. Mordaunt,. 
SECKEC, . : 
2 To the Honorable - : 
ey Sir Fobn Danvers Knight, — 
5 Governor. of the SommMeER IsLaNops 
a Company, &c. 
| XX THen Ilaft enjoyed the fweet, Air, and thofe other 
oa V pleafurable Refrefhments , which you have often 
oda youchfafed unto me at your houfe in Chelfey, I found with 7 
‘a : you many Gentlemen of the Sommer I (flands Company, whofe : 
Ke prefence occafioned my perufal of a Petition, with the annexed 
a Papers and Letters, intended to be prefented to the Councel 
soll of State, touching the prefent condition of thofe Iflands; _ 
| and Ihave now fent you this Account of my thoughts apd ee 
[ | | ; ires 
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fires thereupon, in hope to nd ee thereby an opportunity to 
improve your own good purpofes towards the diltrefled and 
diftracted Inhabitants of thofe Ifles : For1 being heretofore 
by chat Company freely chofen to be Governor of that Colo- 
ny, as likewife approved by the Committee for Plantations ; 
and having alfoat every Return fince that time received very 
many Letters , teftifying a general-and extraordinary detire 
in thofe Inhabitants, that my Affairs would permit my Ac- 
~ ceptance of their Government; it makes me not onely to 
- conceive my felf thereby greatly obliged in thankfulnefs for 
that refpect, but it hath alfo rooted in me an unfeigned 
defire both of eftablifhing their peace, and of preventing 
c according to my power ) whatfoever may be deftructive 
to their welfare. And this defire is the ftronger in me, be- 
caufe I evidently difcover that the neglect of timely fetling 
thofe Iflands in a fafe and flourifhing Conftitution, may not 
onely occafion the fadden fubverfion of that Colony, bue 
of many mifchievous effects alfo toallour Plantations in 4- 
merica, and confequently to the inexpreffible future damage of 
this Republique. | 

I need not illuftrate this unto: you, nor have I now writ- 
ten to provoke you to thofe profecutions , which may con- 
duce to the well being of the Sommer Iflands or Virginia ; for 
you have fufficiently teltified many ways your zeal therein, and 
there are elfewhere, aswell asin the annexed Papers, publique 
acknowledgements thereof from others; but my intention is 
rather hereby to reprefent unto youa brief Teftimonial of my 
own gratitude and good affection to the Inhabitants of the 
Sommer Iflands, by offering fomewhat toward the extenuating 
‘of that feeming Revolt from this Commonwealth, which they 
are charged withal; and by giving in my fenfe and favorable 
interpretation of that conditional Submiffion which they have 
lately fent from the Body of their Plantation, to your felf and 
the Honorable Company. | 

I muft confefs that fome Relations which are made of Mil- 
carriages happened-among them , being ftrictly confidered, have 


rendred them very blame-worthy, and many of them (1 fear) 
D2 Ore 
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are iftiexcufable; yet when I confider that fuch failingsare at 


this time Epidemical among the Exgli/> in all parts of the 


world wherefoever they refide , as was heretofore the difeafe 
called the Sweating Sickue/s, I dare not (as many do) perem- 


ptorily conclude them jultly to be proceeded againft as enemies: 


tro this Republique, much lefs can I be fo uncharitable, when I 


confider at how great adiftance they arefrom our Climate, of. 


what fort of people their greater numberconfifts ; under what 


Government they had their firft being ; how fwiftly and conf . 


dently Mif- informations are feattered ; how difficultly true Re- 


lations are divulged, begétting a right underftanding of our pro- ._ 


ceedings,and how miferably that People hath been diftraGed by 


the Troubles and Divifions tately happening among them ; For: 


if they who have refided from the beginning of the late Tron- 


bles, where they faw and heard dayly all Tranfa@tions between’ 


the late King and Parliament, have neverthelefs been fometime 


deluded, and obtained favor upon retutntoa right underftand-. 


ing and profecution-of their Duties, doubtiefsa larger indul- 


gence may feem due to the Bermudians upon their Submiffion, . 


who have erred chiefly by Mif-information : And in my under- 
ftanding that Obedience which they have exprefled intheir late 
Petition to their Honorable Governorand Company , isnot 


wholly tobe rejected , though it be not drawn up in fuchterms - 


as may be jultly expected from them hereafter. 

Nay,that which makes their Submiffion mperfe& in the judges 
ment of many , renders it more praife-worthy then culpable 
in my opinion, if the Priviledges claim’d by the Adventurers do 
really belong unto them; For though it wasintended by their 


Patent,that the Suprearn Magetracy of this Nation {hould from: 
time to time have the Sovereignty. over the Inhabitants both of ~ 


thofe Iflands, and ofall other Colonies under their protection ; 


the Inhabitants of every Colony ought neverthelefs tobe obe- 


dient to the Commands of that Government and thofe Gover- 


nors, to which they are next and immediately fubordinate, and. 


fhould not obey the Commands of any other Power , but fuch 


as comes unto them by the mediation of their proper Superiors, _ 


until fuch their Power be lawfally fufpended , and that Sufpen- 
| fion 


~ 


| 
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fion orderly fignified unto them by that Supream Authority 
-that makes it void or invalid for the prefent : For if fuch as are 
fubordinate “efpecially to remote Governments thould be obli- 
ged to regulate their Obedience according to every wandring 
information, though feemingly probable,and give credit to that 
which comes unto them by ftrange hands, there would never be 
an end neither of popular Confufions and Diltra@lions , nor of 
Rebellions againft Supream and Subordinate Powers... 

A juft duty may occafion great inconveniences by being irre- 
eularly performed, and if this Republique fhould accept the im- 
mediate acknowledgement of her Supremacy from the Someer 
Iflands, before her Authority were duly. recommended to their 
Inhabitants by the Governor and Company, to whom they 
were more immediately fubordinate , it might occafion more 
detriment then real advantage to both Authorities : For they 
whoupon romors or motives from aforreiga Account are irre- 
eularly drawn to the performance of a jul act, may quickly up- 
on the like motives be irregularly withdrawn again from a 
righteous undertaking , and the Commonwealth can haveno 
other affuranceof the fidelity of fuch a people, favea fickle and 
ungrounded profeffion of their prefent inclination ; whereas 
when their Submiffion comes warranted by the Authority of 
thofe-on whom they have a lawful and reafonable dependence ; 
the legality and reafonablenefs of it makes the one Party the 
more bold and conftant in their obedience, and gives the other 
Party the more affurance of that obedience which is profefled 
thereunto. And this Commonwealth hath no Difadvantage 
(as I conceive) by conniving for the prefent at that profeliion 
of abfolute Obedience , which the Bermudians have made to 
their Governor and Company here refiding in England ; forif 
the faid Inhabitants of the Sommer Iflands (as they affect in 
their Petition) will be abfolutely obedient to all the Commands 
of their Governor and Company here refiding, it may becx- 
pected that they willbe obedient alfo to the Supream Authori- 
ty of this Nation, unlefs their faid Governor and Company en- 
joyn the contrary, which may be confidently prefumed will not 
be done by them againft the intereft which they have Brae 
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(hares of Land, fo valuable by the Power and Priviledges there- 


unto belonging. | 

Upon confideration of the premifes, it is humbly propofed on 
the behalf of the diftreffed Inhabitants of the faid Iflands,as fol- 
loweth : Firft, That whereas the faid Iflanders profefs abfolute 
obedience to thofe Commands which come to them from theit_ 
Governor and: Company , thatit may by your Endeavor be 
made appear and declared, whether an abfolute obedience be 
immediately due from the faid Iflanders to the Company,or no? 
and if it be fo, whether the Commands of our Supream Magt- 
ftracy here, ought not to be recommended to the faid Iflanders 
by means of their {aid Governor and Company, before the faid 
Ilanders are bound ‘to take notice of fuch Commands as obli- 
ging, and that provifion may be made accordingly to preferve 
the juft incereft of the faid Iflanders, together with the diftinct 
Rights of this Republique, and of the faid Company. Secondly, 
That you would be pleafed to improve your uttermoft Endea- 
vor to mediate the Reconcilement of the faid Iflanders to the 
State upon their abfolute fubmiffion thereunto, when the Com- 
mandsof Supream Authority fhall be recommended to them 
by the Company ; and vouchfafe fo to haftenit alfo , that the 
Enemies of this Commonwealth may not get opportunities by 
the delay thereof , to endanger the total lofs of thofe Iflands. 
at this time, wherein many ace watching Advantages for di- 
vers ends to furprize them. 

What Advantages in particular may be loft or gotten, and 
what Damages may be incur’d or avoided by neglect of thofe 
Ifles, may appear by confidering the annexed Papers which are 
now offered to perufal, without fuch further Obfervations as I 
could have made vpon them , if my urgent Affairs would have 


~ permitted thé profecution of my firft intention, which are the 


caufe that you receive thefe lines fo imperfect, and fo abrupt- 


fy from 


: Your humble Servant , 
~ uly the Bigg, ' . Geo: WITHER. 
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